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I. Key Findings 
Displacement: The Yale School of Public Health’s Humanitarian Research Lab (HRL) 
identifies an increase of nearly 800 temporary structures typically used by internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) newly visible in satellite imagery at an IDP Camp in El Obeid, 
North Kordofan between 2 and 14 January 2026. The structures at this IDP Camp in 
north central El Obeid have three uniform sizes, shapes, and colors: a) 20 blue small 
tents measuring approximately 4 meters by 3.5 meters, b) 368 white tents measuring 
approximately 7.5 meters by 5 meters, and c) 398 white-toned tents with dark roof 
markings measuring approximately 5 meters by 4 meters. Ground photos, including 
those from Reuters, have circulated with the insignia of Saudi Arabia’s King Salman 
Humanitarian Aid and Relief Center (KSI) visible on IDP tents in El Obeid. North 
Kordofan’s Commissioner of Humanitarian Aid reported that the KSI was one of 
multiple entities supporting humanitarian aid in the region.1  

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) reported that between 25 October 
and 30 December 2025 that 42,780 people had been displaced in the North Kordofan 
region, and there have been at least three documented displacement incidents in 
North Kordofan between 21-30 December 2025. El Obeid is one of the primary 
midpoints along displacement routes for people fleeing from points further south.2 

Bombardment to Power Generation Station: Yale HRL confirms damage consistent 
with bombardment to the power generation station in El Obeid visible in satellite 
imagery between 2-14 January 2026. The roof of the main building at the power station 
was damaged along the main crossbeam. Open sources reported that RSF drones 
struck the El Obeid power station in the early hours of 4 January 2026, causing a 
shutdown of the electrical power grid.3 

Bombardment in Al-Jallabiya, western El Obeid: Yale HRL corroborates damage 
consistent with bombardment to structures in Al-Jallabiya neighborhood in eastern El 
Obeid in at least two areas visible in satellite imagery between 2-14 January 2026. Open 
sources reported on 6 January 2026 that RSF drones targeted Al-Jallabiya 
neighborhood, allegedly killing at least 10 people including 8 members of a single 
family, 6 of whom were children.4 

Approximately 100 New Burial Mounds in Cemeteries in El Obeid: Yale HRL identifies 
an increase of approximately 60 new burial mounds as well as ongoing burial visible in 
satellite imagery at Zindi cemetery in El Obeid between 2-14 January 2025. Yale HRL 
identifies ongoing burials visible in satellite imagery from both 2 January and 14 
January at the Daleel Cemetery, and approximately 40 burial mounds are newly 
present during that period. 

Defensive Activity in El Obeid: Yale HRL identifies defensive military activity around El 
Obeid visible in satellite imagery. There are newly created berms, or earthen walls, 
along key exit points from the city and around some critical infrastructure. Yale HRL is 
not providing specifics at this time due to the human security risks. This activity is 
consistent with forces engaged in preparations for siege warfare. 



   
 

   
 

II. Human Security Analysis 
The Kordofan region is highly contested. El Obeid, currently under Sudan Armed Forces 
(SAF) control, is one of three major cities in the region that are either under siege or at 
risk of coming under siege by RSF and its aligned force, the SPLM-North (led by 
Abdulaziz Al-Hilu). El Obeid is at risk of coming under siege in North Kordofan, and 
Kadugli and Dilling are under siege in the Nuba Mountains of South Kordofan. 

This report’s findings include a trend likely to shape this phase of conflict: an emphasis 
on aerial bombardment, particularly using UAVs, targeting critical infrastructure and 
civilian areas.  

 

 

III. Methodology 
Yale HRL produced this report through the cross-corroboration of open source data, 
including social media, local news reporting, multimedia, and other reports, and remote 
sensing data, including satellite imagery and thermal sensor data. Researchers 
analyzed open source data across social media, news reports, and other publicly 
available sources to identify, chrono- and geolocate, and verify incidents. Analysts 
assess the credibility and reliability of open source data based on a source’s level of 
detail, past credibility, and the corroboration of other independent sources. Remote 
sensing and satellite imagery analysis relies on multi-temporal change detection, which 
involves the comparison of two or more satellite images of the same area captured at 
different times to detect differences in coloration, visual properties, and presence, 
absence, or positional change of objects across the images.   

Limitations   

There are significant limitations to the data fusion methodology. The information 
environment in Sudan does not have the breadth of data available in other locations 
and there is likely a significant reporting bias for those who provide open source 
reporting. The tools and techniques present significant challenges to assess activities 
such as extrajudicial detention, conflict-related sexual violence (CRSV), and conflict-
related casualties, particularly in environments with limited data. Satellite imagery 
analysis is limited by available imagery over time and space. Available nadir angles of 
satellite imagery can produce challenges to assess structural damage, until multiple 
angles and ground-level photographic and video materials emerge to help inform the 
analysis. Image resolution level can also limit the analyst’s ability to perceive the full 
extent of damage present. 

 

1 El Tayeb Siddig et al.“Pictures of the Day | January 13, 2026” Reuters, 13 January 2026. 
https://www.reuters.com/pictures/pictures-day-january-13-2026-2026-01-13/, 
archived at  
 



   
 

   
 

 

 
“ حوزنلا تاجوم دیازت مغر يثاغلإا عضولا ىلع ةرطیسلا دكؤی نافدرك لامشب يناسنلإا نوعلا ضوفم ” Radio Dabanga, 12 January 
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d8%b4%d9%85%d8%a7%d9%84-%d9%83%d8%b1%d8%af%d9%81%d8%a7%d9%86-%
d9%8a%d8%a4%d9%83%d8%af, archived at https://perma.cc/7LT6-ZQMY 
 
“KSrelief Launches Third Phase of Food Security Support Project in Sudan” Saudi Press 
Agency, 15 February 2025, https://www.spa.gov.sa/en/N2262339, archived at 
https://perma.cc/WV2F-EE5P  
 
“Saudi Deputy Foreign Minister Meets Sudanese Leader to Boost Peace and Stability” 
The Khaleej Telegraph, 8 January 2026, https://khaleejtelegraph.com/saudi-deputy-
foreign-minister-meets-sudanese-leader-to-boost-peace-and-stability/, archived at 
https://perma.cc/2TKB-KAAP. 
 
2 DTM Sudan “DTM Sudan Focused Flash Alert: Kordofan Region (2)” International 
Organization for Migration 5 January 2025. https://dtm.iom.int/reports/dtm-sudan-
focused-flash-alert-kordofan-region-2, archived at https://perma.cc/5W9H-PT54; 
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d8%b4%d9%85%d8%a7%d9%84-%d9%83%d8%b1%d8%af%d9%81%d8%a7%d9%86-%
d9%8a%d8%a4%d9%83%d8%af, archived at https://perma.cc/7LT6-ZQMY 
 
 
3 “ ةنانك راطم  فادھتساو  تاریسملاب .. موجھ  رثإ  ضیبلأا  ةنیدمب  يئابرھكلا  دادملإا  فقوت  ” Radio Dabanga, 4 January 2026. 
https://www.dabangasudan.org/ar/all-
news/article/%d8%aa%d9%88%d9%82%d9%81-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a5%d9%85%d8
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https://perma.cc/83UV-SDN8 
 
 
 



IDP Camp, El Obeid

New structures observed between
02 and 14 January 2026

02 January 2026 © 2026 Vantor 14 January 2026 © 2026 Vantor

Satellite imagery collected between 02 and 14 January 2026 over El Obeid shows the new presence of 
at least 786 tents at the IDP Camp in the center of the city.

The 20 blue tents appear approximately 4 meters by 3.5 meters, the 368 white tents are 
approximately 7.5 meters by 5 meters, and the 398 white tents with markings are approximately 5 
meters by 4 meters. 

368 New Tents

398 New Tents

20 New Tents



IDP Camp, El Obeid

New structures observed between 
02 and 14 January 2026

14 January 2026 © 2026 Vantor

Satellite imagery collected on 14 January 2026 shows a detail of 398 out of 786 new tents that have been erected at the IDP 
Camp in El Obeid since 02 January 2026 measuring approximately 4 meters by 5 meters. The tents in the detail are observed to 
have dark-colored insignias or markings printed on both sides of their pitched roofs. Ground photographs from Reuters show that 
these IDP tents have insignia from the King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Center (KSI). 

 

Markings on 
roof
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Power Generation Station, El Obeid

Conflict-related damage observed between 02-14 
January 2026

02 January 2026 © 2026 Vantor 14 January 2026 © 2026 Vantor

Analysis of satellite imagery collected between 02-14 January 2026 shows new damage to a power generation station 
in El Obeid. The bombardment struck the roof of the facility along what appears to be the crossbeam, or central 
support of the roof.

Open sources reported that the facility was bombarded on 4 January 2025.

Damage
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Al-Jallabiya, El Obeid

Conflict-related damage observed between 02-14 
January 2026

02 January 2026 © 2026 Vantor 14 January 2026 © 2026 Vantor

Analysis of satellite imagery collected between 02-14 January 2026 shows new damage to multiple buildings in Al-
Jallabiya neighborhood of El Obeid.

Open sources reported that Al-Jallabiya was bombarded on 6 January 2026; at least 10 deaths were reported.

Damage
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Zindi Cemetery, El Obeid

Grave increase and ongoing burial activity 
observed between 02-14 January 2026

02 January 2026 © 2026 Vantor 14 January 2026 © 2026 Vantor

Imagery collected between 02 and 14 January 2026 shows the new presence of approximately 60 
grave mounds at the Zindi Cemetery in El Obeid. 

Also visible on 14 January 2026 is a likely ongoing burial, with an excavated hole containing an object in 
its center. Apparent people surround the hole in addition to the new presence of at least 12 vehicles 
parked on the eastern side of the cemetery.

New Graves

Ongoing burial



Daleel Cemetery, El Obeid

Grave increase and ongoing burial observed 
between 02-14 January 2026

02 January 2026 © 2026 Vantor 14 January 2026 © 2026 Vantor

Imagery collected between 02 and 14 January 2026 shows the new presence of approximately 40 
grave mounds at the Daleel Cemetery in El Obeid. 

In both 02 and 14 January images, likely ongoing burials are observed in the cemetery with the 
presence of upright people gathered around excavated holes.

New Graves

Ongoing burialOngoing burial
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