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I. Key Findings 
Increase in shelters at El Obeid Unified IDP Camp 

The Yale School of Public Health’s Humanitarian Research Lab (HRL) observes an 
increase of approximately 344 new tent structures visible in satellite imagery at the 
Unified Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) camp in El Obeid, North Kordofan between 19 
July and 4 August 2026. Yale HRL previously reported an increase of at least 694 tent 
structures in the same IDP camp visible in satellite imagery over a one-month period 
between 25 May and 25 June 2026.1 The United Nations’ International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) has identified El Obeid as a critical refuge for civilians fleeing ongoing 
fighting and instability in surrounding areas; a 17 July report from the World Food 
Programme reported that displaced people were arriving in El Obeid almost every day.2 
An aid worker quoted in a 29 July BBC article described the arrival of approximately 80 
to 100 displaced households daily.3  

Burial Mounds at El Obeid’s Zindi Cemetery  

Approximately 45 new grave mounds are visible at the Zindi cemetery in northern El 
Obeid between 19 July and 4 August and burial activity appears ongoing at the 
cemetery on 4 August 2026.  

 

II. Human Security Analysis 
Yale HRL does not see indicators of recent fighting between the Rapid Support Forces 
(RSF) and the Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) and their allied forces in and around El Obeid 
between 19 July and 4 August 2026. Humanitarians are reporting serious resource 
constraints in El Obeid, including a lack of food assistance and supplies to treat 
malnutrition in the city.4 The INGO Plan International has reported that approximately 
105,000 displaced persons are in El Obeid.5 UN Women has reported that daytime 
drone attacks and the threat of sexual violence at night have left women and girls in El 
Obeid with no safe time to collect water, increasing the risk of severe illness and 
death.6 

Over the past two weeks the Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) have launched a major 
counteroffensive to recapture the route between El Obeid and Khartoum to the north, 
known as the “export road.” Areas reportedly recaptured by SAF include Bara and 
Jabrat Al-Sheik.7 This area, which has changed hands between RSF and SAF on multiple 
occasions since October 2025, is a key midpoint between Sudan’s capital and El Obeid.8 
SAF’s reported control of this northern “export” road re-opens a critical supply route 
into SAF-controlled El Obeid. Open sources have also reported that RSF has attacked 
civilians, residences, and civilian infrastructure in villages north of El Obeid. SAF has 
reportedly conducted airstrikes on civilian infrastructure, including on markets, in that 
same area.9 This instability has reportedly caused people to flee the area. HRL is 
continuing to monitor this situation.10  

 



III. Methodology
Yale HRL utilizes data fusion methodologies of open source and remote sensing data 
analysis. Yale HRL produced this report through the cross-corroboration of open 
source data, including social media, local news reporting, multimedia, and other 
reports, and remote sensing data, including satellite imagery and thermal sensor data. 
Researchers analyzed open source data across social media, news reports, and other 
publicly available sources to identify, chrono- and geolocate, and verify incidents. 
Analysts assess the credibility and reliability of open source data based on a source’s 
level of detail, past credibility, and the corroboration of other independent sources. 
Remote sensing and satellite imagery analysis relies on multi-temporal change 
detection, which involves the comparison of two or more satellite images of the same 
area captured at different times to detect differences in coloration, visual properties, 
and presence, absence, or positional change of objects across the images.   

Limitations 

There are significant limitations to the data fusion methodology. The information 
environment in Sudan does not have the breadth of data available in other locations 
and there is likely a significant reporting bias for those who provide open source 
reporting. The tools and techniques present significant challenges to assess activities 
such as extrajudicial detention, conflict-related sexual violence (CRSV), and conflict-
related casualties, particularly in environments with limited data. Satellite imagery 
analysis is limited by available imagery over time and space. Available nadir angles of 
satellite imagery can produce challenges to assess structural damage, until multiple 
angles and ground-level photographic and video materials emerge to help inform the 
analysis. Image resolution level can also limit the analyst’s ability to perceive the full 
extent of damage present. 



19 July 2026 © 2026 Vantor

Unified IDP Camp, El-Obeid
Tent increase observed between 19 July-04 
August 2026

04 August 2026 © 2026 Vantor

Analysis of satellite imagery collected between 19 July and 04 August 2026 
shows the new presence of approximately 344 tents at the Unified IDP camp 
in El Obeid, North Kordofan.

Approximately 
270 new tents

Approximately 
74 new tents
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Zindi Cemetery, El-Obeid
Grave increase and burial observed between 
19 July-04 August 2026

04 August 2026 © 2026 Vantor

Analysis of satellite imagery collected between 19 July and 04 August 2026 shows 
in an increase in approximately 45 grave mounds at the Zindi cemetery in El Obeid, 
North Kordofan.

Also observed at this site in 04 August 2026 imagery is an excavated hole with an 
object, or objects, in its center, indicative of an ongoing burial. 

Grace mound 
increase

Ongoing burial
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